



TRRP Flow Workgroup Meeting Summary 
TRRP, Weaverville, CA
April 16, 2019

Participants
Bill Pinnix (USFWS), James Lee (HVT), Kyle De Juilio (YT), Seth Naman (NOAA), Ken Lindke (CDFW), Todd Buxton (BOR), Seth Lawrence (DWR), John Bair (McBain Assoc.), Galen Anderson (USFS), Justin Alvarez (HVT). 

Action items

1) DeJuilio will coordinate the development of a white paper on constraints on flow releases and hydrograph design elements with help by the flow workgroup by August 1. 

2) Naman will draft a letter from Flow WG to IDT requesting they present limitations on the ability of the current constraints on flow releases and scheduling to provide ecological benefits to the Trinity River to the TMC in its June 2019 meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk7429993]3) Flow WG will ask IDT to request TMC ask for written solicitor opinion as to the legality of releasing flows and the environmental analysis/documentation that is needed to enable deviations from summer baseflow (450 cfs) and winter baseflow (300 cfs).
4) Buxton will request fish, physical, and ecology workgroups review discipline-specific areas of flow modeling results summary table and provide results to flow workgroup by August 1.


Meeting agenda

	Agenda

	Time
	Topic
	Discussion Lead

	0930-0935
	Agenda review / announcements / WY projection
	Todd 

	0935-1130
	Limitation on Trinity flows following return to baseflow after spring release
	Todd

	1130-1230
	Debrief flow scheduling process: Meeting schedule; Guidance for hydrograph derivation; Models used; Model results table; Etc.
	Group

	1230-1530
	Lewiston Dam tour
	All



Notes

0935-1130 agenda item
The Flow WG discussed the apparent lack of NEPA and EIS coverage for releasing flows from Lewiston Dam that deviate from baseflows outside the spring flow release period (April 15 to ~August 1). The issue arose from the recommended departure from summer baseflow in late September to 1,300 cfs being disallowed by lack of said coverage. The lack of coverage is viewed as “apparent” based on the lack of a written solicitor opinion on the issue. Citing the adaptive management mandate of the Trinity River Restoration Program to learn from experience and experimentation to improve its restoration approach, the group agreed that much greater flexibility is needed in how flows are released from Lewiston Dam, specifically to allow departures from baseflow in summer, fall, and winter. The flexibility that is needed has been learned by various modeling exercises and empirical data collection suggesting the river ecosystem in general and salmon populations could specifically significantly benefit from Lewiston Dam releases being synchronized with tributary flows in winter and early spring to promote geomorphic processes and increase juvenile salmonid rearing habitat and feeding opportunities and implementing variable flows in fall to benefit spawning spring-run Chinook Salmon and fall Chinook migration. To attempt progress in gaining flexibility in how and when flows are released from Lewiston Dam, action items 1-3 were derived. 

1130-1230 agenda item
[bookmark: _GoBack]While still fresh in mind, the flow WG debriefed the flow scheduling process undertaken in WY 2019. There was a general sense the process was somewhat rushed by the meeting schedule the group used to derive a hydrograph for presentation to IDT. Time constraints were exacerbated by the Federal government shutdown in February and by analyses for environmental review of Central Valley operations requiring participation by Federal partners. To provide ample time for hydrograph development in WY 2020, the group will derive a new schedule for flow scheduling in WY2020 that helps avoid shortages in time that can arise unexpectedly, while still having enough information to avoid the need for developing hydrographs for all five water years.  Along these lines, guidance for hydrograph derivation was discussed, and Action Item 1 was outlined for providing said guidance. The modeling results table was critiqued, and it was determined that discipline-specific workgroups should review applicable portions of the table and make recommendations to the Flow WG for changes to the metrics considered (Action Item 2). 

The following meeting schedule for WY20 flow scheduling was agreed to by the group:

December 17, 2019	Discuss special considerations and goals for flow scheduling in WY20 and 
form teams to collaborate on derivation of hydrographs.

January 9, 2020	Teams present draft hydrographs for group discussion and refinement.

February 11, 2020	Refined hydrographs considered by the group and preferred hydrographs 
forwarded for modeling assessment.

March 5, 2020		Modeling results reviewed by the group and hydrographs forwarded to 
IDT for consideration or returned to teams for further refinement and a 
second round of modeling.

March 16, 2020	If necessary, flow workgroup meet to consider hydrographs and modeling 
results for flow schedules refined following the March 5 meeting to make 
hydrograph recommendations to IDT.




