



Meeting Notes: Flow workgroup 2017-01-10
Attendees:
Robert Stewart, Andreas Krause, Andy Hill, Seth Lawrence, Kyle DeJuilio, James Lee, Todd Buxton, Jenny Norris, Phil Fishella, John Bair, Nick Som, Robert Franklin, Ken Lindke, Wade Sinnen, Joe Polos, Damon Goodman, Brandt Gutermuth, Caryn Hunt DeCarlo. 
Action Items:
· All
· WY17 flow proposals (schedule and narrative) due Feb 15
· provide any input on the recreational impact measure to Seth Lawrence. 
· Andreas
· schedule workgroup call to coordinate on FY18 workplan proposals
· Bounding the variable flow EA scope is a policy issue. Forward to TRRP management for resolution.
· Andreas, Jenny, Ken
· starting this spring, update the narrative flow proposal template for WY18.
Consensus Workgroup Decisions
1. Bounding the variable flow EA scope is a policy issue to be addressed by TRRP management.
2. Flow scheduling to use of the more precise conversion factor of 1 cfs/day = 1.983471 ac-ft.
Variable Winter Flow EA
[bookmark: _GoBack]The current focus is Feb 1 to April 22 and flows between 300 cfs and power plant capacity (3700 cfs) using a schedule based approach. The idea of a trigger based hydrograph is being developed in a separate subgroup and is not currently being considered for the EA. Target EA completion in time for potential implementation in WY18. Concern was raised that limiting the scope of the EA to Feb 1 and later will limit the ability in the future to consider variable flows earlier in the water year (starting Oct 1) for the benefit of spawning. USFWS presented modeling runs for hypothetical flows to show spawning habitat could benefit from increasing flows over the 300 cfs winter baseflow and providing flow variability. The modeling exercise was simply to evaluate the concept but did not consider the logistical aspects. The perceived tradeoffs and benefits of expanding the scope of the EA to consider the Oct 1 to April 22 time period were discussed. Including the time period prior to Feb 1 would like require an EIS instead of an EA. Bounding the scope of the EA was identified as a policy issue to be addressed by TRRP management.
FY18 Workplan
An update on the FY18 workplan and RFP process was provided. The flow workgroup will schedule a call after the solicitation package has been made available to coordinate as needed on proposal development. 
A short brainstorming exercise was conducted to identify potential uses for water year specific funds. The results of the brainstorming are:
Drier years
· FYLF recruitment (possible across all years?)
· outmigration thru lower Klamath
Wetter years
· expanded physical monitor, sediment
· expanded riparian recruitment monitoring
· expanded habitat monitoring
· turbidity in tributaries – to prioritize tribs for potential additional watershed work
· redd scour and sedimentation
Other
· macro invert monitoring with variable flows
· macro invert in Lewiston lake – drift source
· fall flows
· effects on animals with longer life spans e.g. effect on frog metamorphosis and overwintering
· effects on fish (especially dry years)
· expanded disease monitoring
· out-migrant survival pending hydrograph shape / temperature response 
ID funds that don’t need to be spent in in various water years to shift funds to things more needed.  Allow for more efficient use of existing funds.

WY17 flow scheduling Calendar
Feb 15 – WY17 flow proposals due to Andreas
Feb 23 – Flow Workgroup meeting: ID flow proposals for DSS modeling 
March 9 – DSS modeling results due
March 14 – Flow workgroup meeting: finalize workgroup recommendation for WY17 flow releases
Current Conditions
Trinity Lake has received 200% above average inflow while in basin snowpack is about average for this time of year. Initial forecasts from the California Nevada River Forecast Center indicate WY17 will likely be normal or wetter. 
Proposed hydrographs
Existing flow hydrograph proposals for WY17 were briefly reviewed. The deadline for WY 17 flow proposals is Feb 15. Several workgroup members indicated they will be submitting new or modified flow proposals for consideration.
Narrative Proposal Template
The WY17 narrative flow proposal will be updated for WY18. Volunteers to work on updating the proposal include Jenny, Andreas, and Ken.
Water Volume Conversion Factor 
The ROD used water volume conversion factor translating a daily average flow rate (cfs) into a water volume (acre-feet) of 1.98. A more precise conversion factor is 1.983471. The workgroup consensus endorsed use of the more precise conversion factor of 1.983471.
DSS Output Table
DWR provided an update on a recreational impacts measure. Comments to be submitted via email. Redding Electric Utility was scheduled to present how the proposed greenhouse gas emission measure is calculated but did not participate in the meeting. 


Flow Workgroup Agenda 2017-01-10
Time: 9:00 – 4:00
Location: Webinar with conference rooms in Weaverville (TRRP) and Arcata (USFWS small conference room on first floor). 
Web Conference Info
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/799703533 
United States +1 (872) 240-3412 
Access Code: 799-703-533 
Desired outcome: 
· variable winter flow EA - agree on purpose and scope for EA documents
· WY17 flow scheduling – identify flow hydrographs for consideration
· coordinate on various administrative items
Please Read:
1. Draft documents for variable winter flow EA (sent separately)

Agenda on next page


Agenda Topics:
	Time
	Agenda Item
	Presenter

	9:00
	Welcome and introductions
	Krause

	9:05
	Agenda review
	Krause

	9:10
	variable winter flow EA 
· EA process and timeline (Gutermuth)
· purpose and need (Gutermuth)
· proposed action (Gutermuth)
· fall flow variability (Som)
· content / info needs for the EA documents defining scope and justification (Stewart)
	Gutermuth; Som;
Stewart

	11:00
	FY18 workplan 
· calendar
· proposal development / authors
· water year specific funds
· applications / priorities
	Krause

	11:30
	WY17 flow scheduling calendar
	Krause

	11:45
	lunch
	

	12:30
	Current conditions
· Reservoir inflow volume to date 
· Trinity Dam maintenance schedule / constraints
	Stewart

	12:30
	WY17 proposed hydrographs – all water year types
· currently proposed hydrographs 
· portfolio hydrographs
· other proposals?
	Stewart

	2:00
	Narrative flow proposal template 
· form sub-committee to review and revise for WY18
	Krause

	2:15
	DSS output table
· greenhouse gas emission measure calculation (Leslie Bryan)
· recreational use measure (Seth Lawrence)
	Bryan; Lawrence

	3:00
	Volume conversion factor
	Krause

	3:30
	Updates
· JC house
	Stewart

	3:45
	Action item review and future agenda items 
	Krause

	4:00
	Adjourn (next meeting Feb 15)
	






