


	Flow Workgroup Meeting Agenda

	Jan 14, 2016

	
	9:30 AM – 2:00 pm

	
	Conference Call
WebEx: Join WebEx meeting
Call in: 1-408-792-6300
 code= 800 822 041

	Coordinators:
	James Lee
Robert Stewart

	Call-in toll number (US/Canada):
1-408-792-6300
Access code:
800 822 041

	Desired Outcomes:
	Discuss initial analyses on unimpeded regional hydrology
Set flow workgroup meeting schedule for 2016
New work group coordinator.

	Please read/review:
	Newly proposed hydrographs

	Please bring:
	What is needed for the meeting.



	Agenda Items



	Time
	Topic
	Presenter

	2015 Flow Scheduling

	9:30
	Introductions/Agenda Review
	Stewart

	9:35
	Current Conditions update
	Stewart

	9:50
	Discussion on unimpeded flow and temperature regimes

	Stewart

	11:35
	1. Increase baseflow from January-April
2. Transition from summer to winter baseflow
3. Improve precision of flow releases
4. Fish WG to review temperature requirements 
	Wiseman

	Lunch
	
	

	12:35
	Newly proposed hydrographs
	Aaron Martin


	1:35
	Flow Work Group Coordinator discussion

	Group


	2:00
	Schedule Flow Work group meetings
February 16, March 14, April 11, March 17
	Group

	2:05
	Talk about Ideas from Andreas
	

	2:20
	Temperature Targets
	Group



Current Conditions update: The precipitation gage at Trinity Fish Hatchery has recorded a normal amount of rain fall for this time of year (88% of average). Accumulated inflow to the reservoir is much lower than normal (37% of 15 year average). The discrepancy between precipitation and inflow is likely attributed to antecedent moisture conditions and a larger contribution of precipitation as snow than normal. 

Unimpeded flow and temperature regimes: Hypothesis is the Trinity River’s ecologic community is adapted to unimpeded flow and temperature regimes, and these regimes are necessary for restoring salmon populations in the Trinity River. Regional hydrology has peak flow rates during the winter months and minimum flows occur in August and September. Temperature regimes of regional rivers  elevation. Flow released from Lewiston Dam is warmer in winter and cooler in summer than regional rivers. Summer (July-September) water temperatures are close to water temperatures in head water streams (6400 ft elevation). Winter (December-February) flow in the Trinity River is warmer (5-100F) than regional streams. The group discussed constraints on the Trinity River system that limit the ability of dam operators to mimic natural flow and temperature regimes in restoration flow releases. A subgroup was developed to look into overcoming obstacles that limit the ability to release a more natural flow regime from the dam. The subgroup consists of Seth Naman, Eric Wiseman, James Lee, Robert Stewart, Aaron Martin and Todd Buxton. 

Newly proposed hydrographs: Aaron Martin presented three hydrographs for review by the group. These hydrographs are for Dry, Normal, and Wet hydrographs and are altered from ROD hydrographs in that they have increased flow variability, increase peak flows, and daily fluctuations during the descending limb to help mimic natural snowmelt variations.  A slow ramp down rate to promote riparian recruitment was also included. The dry year hydrograph was shifted earlier in the spring. Water temperatures, outmigration timing, and sediment transport rates need to be modeled for the proposed hydrographs. 

Work Group Coordinator: The group accepted Andreas Krause of the Yurok Tribe as coordinator of the flow work group for 2016. 

Schedule work group meetings: The expressed some concern over the proposed meeting dates and desired a doodle poll be sent out to schedule future meeting dates.

Discuss Ideas from Andreas: A list of discussion topics suggested by Andreas was shared on the screen for the group to review. 

Temperature Targets: Robert Franklin pointed out that WY2016 temperature targets for the Trinity River above the confluence with the North Fork Trinity River were exceeded 18 days. Robert Franklin argued that exceedance of the temperature targets may have been avoided if more water had remained in the reservoir. Group discussed that a greater volume of water storage should remain in the Trinity Reservoir to make cold water available for release to  meet temperature targets in the river in summer. 

Actin Items: 
Robert Stewart 
Analyze proposed hydrographs to determine if they are within the ramp down rate recommended for riparian recruitment. 

Seth Naman
1) Draft a memo to the Science coordinator regarding Trinity River water diversions to the Sacramento River. If you have any comments, return them to Seth by COB 1/21/16. I think we need a quick turnaround on this, and I think we should ask for this to be elevated to the TMC before their call on 1/28/15. The quicker we can move on this the more likely there will be meaningful action...the Sacramento temperature plans for 2016 are already in the works. 

2) Word and 3) PDF versions of a memo from me to you regarding the need for better flow management. I thought this could be text to accompany a bigger package that would have analyses and other recommendations, but it could also be used as Aaron mentioned as a primer for the TMC to give them a heads up that the Flow WG will be working on this.

4) provide the proposal for temperature modelling of the Trinity River by the USGS
R. Franklin
[bookmark: _GoBack]Draft a letter regarding temp/water plumbing issues with TRD

J Polos
Find out who will be doing temp analysis for the FWG now.

N Harris (YT)
Do outmigrant analysis for DRY J_BPR (new hydrograph proposed by Aaron)

Aaron M
Talk with geomorph folks about J_BPR peaks
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