
Meeting Summary
DESIGN TEAM WORK GROUP (DTWG)
October 28, 2015
9:00 AM – 5:00 AM
Weaverville TRRP Office 

Participants
DESIGN TEAM WORKGROUP
Trevor Morgan, California Department of Water Resources
Seth Lawrence, California Department of Water Resources
Fred Meyer, McBain Associates (Hoopa Valley Tribe Consultant)
Logan Negherbon, Trinity River Restoration Program
Dave Gaeuman, Trinity River Restoration Program
Aaron Martin, Yurok Tribe Fisheries
Ben Snyder, McBain Associates (Hoopa Valley Tribe Consultant)
[bookmark: _GoBack]George Kautsky , Hoopa Valley Tribe
Sean Ledwin, Hoopa Valley Tribe
Andreas Krause, Yurok Tribe
Aaron Martin, Yurok Tribe
Conor Shea, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

FISH HABITAT TEAM
Derek Rupport, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Todd Buxton, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bill Pinnix, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Paul Petros, Yurok Tribe
Kyle DeJulio, Yurok Tribe
Damon Goodman, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

BY PHONE:
Wes Smith, NOAA National Marine Fisheries
Bonnie Pryor, Northern Hydrology, (Yurok Tribe Consultant)
Mark Smelser, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Joe Polos, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Josh Boyce, ???

Summary of New Action Items
Conor Shea will draft recommendations to Science Coordinator and Implementation Branch Chief regarding DTWG recommendations for effectiveness monitoring of channel rehabilitation projects.
DWTG unanimously requests that Implementation Branch Chief serve as FY2016 Workgroup Coordinator.
Lower Valley Design Teams should submit final terrain models (in TIN, Geotiff, or Grid) directly to Nate Bradley by November 16. The Lower valley Design teams should also submit a roughness polygon layer. Dave Gaeuman and Brandt Gutermuth should be copied on the submissions.
DWTG requests an update on permitting and implementation schedule from Implementation Branch Chief with particular emphasis on any landowner or permitting issues.
DWTG requests landowner outreach and contacts be implemented during the design process. 
Fish Habitat Team Briefing
The Fish Habitat Team presented four talks on habitat monitoring at constructed channel rehabilitation projects.
Damon Goodman introduced the talks and described active fish habitat monitoring efforts. 
Damon highlighted the importance of complexity in generating biological diversity. He also discussed that providing for the habitat needs of other species is important to ensuring success of salmonid restoration.
Bill Pinnix described the juvenile fish density monitoring program and observations made during 2013 and 2014.
One-variate analysis indicated strong negative correlation between juvenile density and velocity; weak correlation between juvenile density and depth; and strong positive correlation between juvenile density and cover.
There was some positive correlation between juvenile density and velocity gradient.
There was negative correlation between juvenile density and substrate, but this may be misleading as substrate size is correlated with velocity.
Observations supported hypothesis that habitat divisions made on the basis of depth, velocity and cover are correct. 
Juvenile fish density is highest at Cableway, but lower and somewhat uniform in other reaches of the 40-miles below the dam.
Kyle DeJulio discussed a pilot study of monitoring fish habitat at channel rehabilitation sites.
Kyle prepared an analysis of differences in density among channel rehabilitation design elements. While the sample size was insufficient for conclusions to be statistically valid, greater densities were observed in side channels than in alcoves, and higher densities in alcoves than in ponds. Density in ponds was correlated to the ratio of the opening size to pond area.
Aaron Martin presented observations of habitat mapping at constructed channel rehabilitation projects.
Projects have shifted the flow (discharge)-habitat curves upward, but have generally not changed the shape of the curves (i.e., a dip still exists in discharges between 450 and 2000 cfs).
Wood loading produces large increases in habitat.
Habitat quality remains static at most sites following construction suggesting that river has not achieved dynamics to modify and increase habitat. The observations contain only one wet or critically wet year, which may be an alternate explanation for static conditions.
Lunch

Effectiveness Monitoring Discussion 
The DTWG discussed how to develop effectiveness monitoring at constructed projects with the Fish Passage Team. The DWTG agreed on several recommendations (see attachment) that will be sent to the Science Coordinator and the Implementation Branch Chief.
The Fish Passage Team left the meeting after the discussion.
Lower Valley Design Schedule – Dave Gaeuman
Dave reviewed the design schedule for Lower Valley projects. 
There was discussion about when to submit terrains to Nate Bradley (USBR – Denver Technical Center) for final SRH modeling and habitat assessment. Dave agreed to check with Nate to see if November 16 was a workable date.  Subsequent to the meeting, Dave confirmed with Nate that November 16 will work for Nate’s schedule. 
There was also some discussion about the benefits and utility of the USBR modeling being conducted at the end of the design phase. This discussion did not reach a resolution, but the topic should be revisited prior to developing future design schedules.
The Design Teams were directed to complete draft final designs by the end of 2015.
Lower Valley Wood and Riparian  Design  - James Lee and Others
James reviewed procedures for developing riparian design elements for Lower Valley Projects. It was confirmed that Hoopa Valley will prepare riparian designs and the Yurok Tribe will prepare wood components and that work has been funded under existing agreements.

Implementation Schedule
The Project Implementation Schedule was discussed. The Design Teams were concerned about vague information regarding potential landowner issues. The Design Teams requested an update on permitting and implementation schedule from Implementation Branch Chief with particular emphasis on any landowner or permitting issues.
Landowner Outreach
The Design Teams expressed the need to review designs under development with involved landowners. There was some concern that landowner outreach and contacts were not being maintained during the design process. 
FY 2016 Workgroup Coordinator 
In accordance with directives from the Science Coordinator, the Workgroup discussed selecting a new Workgroup Coordinator for the new Fiscal Year.  After a brief discussion, the Workgroup members unanimously requested that the Acting Implementation Branch Chief (Brandt Gutermuth) serve as the Workgroup Coordinator. The Workgroup members stated that having Implementation Branch Chief serve as Workgroup Coordinator make better sense as it improved workgroup functioning. This request is supported by the acting Coordinator (Shea).
As Brandt was not present at the meeting, he did not have a chance to accept or turn down the position. 
State Design Team Update (Seth Lawrence)
The Lower Dutch Creek Final Design is under final review by the State Design Team. .
They have developed a surface for the Upper Dutch Creek Design.
Lower Valley Design Teams Update 
The Design Teams reviewed current layout of designs for Chapman Ranch (Hoopa Valley Tribe Design Team), Deep Gulch (Federal Design Team), and Sheridan Creek (Yurok Tribe Design Team). There was some extensive discussion between team members that provided useful comments to the responsible design teams. 
Closing
· Meeting adjourned at 5:00.
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