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WILDLIFE/RIPARIAN WORKGROUP 
Thursday March 8, 2012
TRRP Office, Weaverville, CA and via WebEx 
Thursday, March 8, 2012; 9:30 AM 
Participants
Core members: Andrew Jensen (coordinator, CDFG), Samantha Chilcote (USFS), John Bair (Hoopa Valley Tribe (HVT)/McBain and Trush), Justin Alvarez (HVT), Ian Ausprey (Klamath Bird Observatory), Eric Peterson, and Brandt Gutermuth (TRRP).
Other participants: Robin Schrock (TRRP), Jamie Stephens (USFWS), Chris West, (Yurok Tribe)     
Note taker: Amanda Brooks (TRRP).
Action Items derived during the Meeting
Andrew Jensen will place guided hydrograph discussion on agenda for next meeting (late May-early June). 
Robin Schrock and Ernie Clarke will discuss herp proposals with Andrew Jensen in order to work with Wildlife/Riparian Workgroup. 
John Bair will report back to workgroup after call with Ernie Clarke and Kent Steffens regarding PITA 1 and 2 document status. 
Wildlife/Riparian members will review performance measures that exist currently on website and think about future additions.
Action Items Outstanding from Previous Meetings
Eric Peterson and John Bair will set up the riparian vision workshop for January.  Background material from John Bair will be available in November for late Jan workshop.  Completed 
Robin Schrock will look for funding to assist in working to control invasive species and their impacts.  Completed 
The TRRP will work with CDFG on riparian vegetation and bird compliance.  This needs a comprehensive document to guide the process.  Completed
Add input to John Bair’s matrix to assist in enumerating needs for inquiry for last year’s flows.  This will help give input to the annual flow report and knowledge assessment. Completed
From 1/17/2012 Meeting:
Ernie Clarke will confer with Robin Schrock and D.J. Bandrowski regarding the next steps for compliance monitoring.  Completed
Andrew Jensen will place performance measures on the agenda for the next Wildlife/Riparian meeting.   Completed & altered to new action item (see above). 
John Bair will send out last year’s flow scheduler to the Wildlife/Riparian Workgroup.  Completed
Ernie Clarke will send the briefing document to the Wildlife/Riparian Workgroup.  Outstanding- Robin Schrock will send.
Jaime Stephens will send the comments she submitted to Andreas Krause.  Completed 
Summary of Meeting by Agenda Items
Introductions/Agenda review and finalization
Andrew Jensen coordinated the meeting. The following attended at the Trinity River Restoration Program (TRRP) office: Eric Peterson, Brandt Gutermuth, Robin Schrock, and Amanda Brooks.  The following attended via the internet (Webex): Andrew Jensen, John Bair, Jaime Stephens, Chris West, Samantha Chilcote, Ian Ausprey, and Justin Alvarez.
Develop Input for Flow Workgroup (roundtable)
Due to a likely dry/critically dry water year, group may not have much input to flow workgroup this year.  However, it would be a good time for learning about how the workgroup can provide valuable input in the future.  John Bair suggested planning a session at a future meeting with a guided discussion through the hydrograph to develop a matrix and identify affects to organisms for each component of hydrograph and tradeoffs that exist.  Robin Schrock suggested including fish in order to create comprehensive list and ensure all components are considered, and perhaps invite other workgroups for input. 
Action Item: Andrew Jensen place guided hydrograph discussion with discussion of species on agenda for next meeting. 
Samantha Chilcote noted large implications under dry/critically dry water year for wildlife and herps especially; Robin noted that herp proposals have undergone review and it is hoped that surveys will be on the ground this year. Samantha offered to aid herp surveys. 
Action item: Robin and Ernie discuss herp proposals with Andrew Jensen in order to work with wildlife/riparian workgroup. 
Project Updates
Bird monitoring (Investigation Plan and results) 
Jaime Stephens gave update on the riparian and riverine bird monitoring investigation plan that was submitted in mid-February. Discussed goals and plans for 2012 field season. 2012 field work will include: 
· Point counts and vegetation surveys at the scale of rehab site, river reach, and 40 mile program area
· Float surveys at the scale of river reach and 40 mile program area
· Spot-map surveys and intensive vegetation sampling methods at select rehabilitation sites. 
· 2012 pilot study: Nest monitoring at select rehab sites. 
· Link annual variation in demographic parameters and nest site selection to restoration-associated changes in habitat complexity at select rehabilitation sites. 
Ian Ausprey shared an analysis from monitoring at Hocker Flat and Indian Creek.  
· Yellow Warbler, Song Sparrow & Tree Swallow negatively associated with constructed floodplain at Hocker Flat; suggesting floodplains are not yet at a point where they are functioning similar remnant vegetation at this site. 
· No constructed floodplain relationship for Indian Creek at this point. 
Riparian PITA 1 and 2 - Bair 
Process is moving forward; look forward to working out details following call with Ernie Clarke/Kent Steffens.
Action item: John Bair will follow up after call with Ernie Clarke /Kent Steffens regarding PITA 1 and 2 document status. 
Revegetation Performance and Regulatory Compliance Plan - Gutermuth 
North wind environmental contractor surveyed all previously planted channel rehab sites in fall 2011 for plant condition and area covered.  The report is in Admininstrative draft stage because baseline planting details needed corrected from original draft and because pieces of the original planting and impact areas were difficult to document to the extent desired.  CDFG is interested in reviewing this draft report as part of the finalization of the Reveg. Strategy/Compliance- so that guidance from the report might be incorporated into the long-term strategy.  Expect the report this April and to move forward with revegetation compliance. 
Sampling design - Bair 
Darcy Pickard has been working with partner agencies to refine systemic sampling plan and help define channel rehab site sampling plan. There will be a couple of different sampling frames for riparian depending question being asked.  John suggested paying attention to future documents to be aware of how sampling designed has been refined. 
Riparian veg (Investigation Plan and 2010 report) - Bair 
Gave an update and discussed tasks in next year. John expects to follow up with Ian Ausprey to respond to email regarding metrics to lessen redundancies in sampling methods.  2010 report is out as administrative draft and looking for comments and insights to report. Review period ends week of March 23. 
Moving forward with report for 2011 water year that is due in June. 
Performance measures - Bandrowski (Schrock)
Robin Schrock reported for D.J. Bandrowski. All measures that were finalized are now on trrp.net website.  All workgroups are being asked to consider other performance measures that might be reported.  Also consider how often it is reasonable to report on measures (annual basis/longer cycle).  
Action Item: Wildlife and Riparian Workgroup members will review performance measures that exist currently on website and think about future additions. 
Phase 1 Review - Bandrowski (Schrock)
Robin Schrock reported for D.J. Bandrowski. The SAB is finalizing their statement of work. 
Western Pond Turtles and Foothill Yellow-legged Frog Egg Mass Surveys investigation plans – Bandrowski (Schrock)
Robin Schrock reported for D.J. Bandrowski. The plans were recently completed and the group will be talking next week about implementation for next year. 
Work group topics 
Next meeting will be in late May-early June.  Members should look for Doodle poll for exact date.  
Agenda Topics: Hydrograph discussion
Adjourn 12:30 pm

