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Meeting Summary

PHYSICAL Workgroup 
November 15, 2011
Trinity County Library, Weaverville, CA 

November 15, 2011; 9:30 AM 
Participants

Participating members: Andrea Hilton (Hoopa Tribal Fisheries, coordinator); Andreas Krause, Dave Gaeuman, Eric Peterson (TRRP); Mark Smelser (California DFG); Rocco Fiori (Yurok Tribe); Scott Kennedy (Dept of Water Resources); Scott McBain (Hoopa Tribe / McBain and Trush).
Additional participants present for topic #4 only: Jenny Curtis, Tim Guerrero (USGS); DJ Bandrowski, Brandt Gutermuth, Robin Schrock (TRRP); John Ferguson, Bob Montgomery (Anchor QEA); Jay Stallman (Stillwater Sciences); Claire Stalnaker, John Buffington (SAB members).

Note taker: Donna Rupp (Trinity Co RCD) 

Action Items derived during the Meeting
Andrea will add new tab (column) in order to track action items. 
Andrea will provide cross section data to Andreas.

Jenny will add split flow channel as a secondary aquatic feature; rules: verbiage to come.  

DJ Bandrowski will check on availability of FEMA model data for cross section analysis.

Jenny will add modifiers to cross sectional data in a simple format, possibly as a choice from a drop down menu. 

Comments on this draft Geomorphic Mapping Protocol are due to Jenny by November 29.

Eric will post air photos on website with descriptions for context.  No deadline.

Group to email suggestions for features, update protocol, for cross sectional data etc. to Eric. 

Andrea will organize list into action tracker and categorize it to see if will fit into upcoming meetings.

Action Items Outstanding from Previous Meetings

Summary of Meeting by Agenda Items

1. Quick agenda review 
The group made the addition to agenda of presentation of aerial photos (#7). 
2. Review and Approve 9-20-11 meeting notes 

The tab for the Workgroup Tracker has yet to be added, hence Andrea’s action item will be forwarded. 

Action Item: Andrea will add new tab (column) in order to track action items. 
There was discussion about the IHAP channel rehab-monitoring, fine sediment storage assessment, and reoccupying McBain and Trush sites from the 1980’s. Members were under the impression that Conor Shea would pull together information and write a report.  Since Conor was absent, there was no resolution. 

The group recommended that first action item under monitoring topic be removed; the second action item (develop an inventory of existing sediment sampling data) be moved to the 2012 to-do list; the third action item was incomplete and will be forwarded; fourth action item under same topic was a duplicate, so it was removed. 

Action Item: Andrea will provide cross section data to Andreas.

The action item for defining channel complexity/reference reach is moved to the 2012 to-do list. 
The meeting notes from 9-20-2011 were approved.
3. Establish 2012 meeting dates 

Feb 15, 2012 - Arcata

April 17, 2012 - Weaverville

July 17, 2012 – Arcata

September 19, 2012 – Weaverville
Lower Klamath tour of log jams 
This was a new item that was discussed.  December 13 meeting would start at 10 AM.  Rocco Fiori will send out invitations to the workgroup.
4. USGS Geomorphic Assessment-Review of Mapping Protocols
Jenny presented a Powerpoint for review and feedback (Geomorphic Mapping Protocol and Preliminary Results) – it is not finalized. She noted that it is only one of four aspects of the USGS scope of work, but it will be the focus of this meeting.  

The four reaches in the study were chosen because of the different depositions experienced in those parts of the river. 

On-going discussion regarding orthophotography and lack of details in older, low resolution photos and how that will affect the timeline of the study.  Mapping riffles is especially difficult with low resolution photos.  Pre-dam photos should not be considered because they are not part of the scope of work.

Protocol developed for 30 sq. meters to see bars that are new.  Review of Constraining Unit Boundaries and Terrestrial Features.

Discussion and review of Aquatic Features.  Agreement to add split flow channel as a secondary Aquatic Feature.  Software provides data that may be useful for biological data analysis, but that will be a collateral benefit, not the intent of this analysis.  Hydraulic parameters will be estimated after 2011 data is available on new rehab sites.  Discussion on cross sectional data.  Discussion to add modifiers to explain why features have formed.

Action Item: Jenny will add split flow channel as a secondary aquatic feature; rules: verbiage to come.  

Action Item: DJ Bandrowski will check on availability of FEMA model data for cross section analysis.

Action Item: Jenny will add modifiers to cross sectional data in a simple format, possibly as a choice from a drop down menu. 

Preliminary Mapping Results are showing major changes in area of active channel. 

Open discussion on presentation. Bed surface grain size distribution or dominant vs. non-dominant is of interest, but not part of the scope of work. Depth of pools can be measured if they are deeper than 1.5 feet. Discussion about number of photos and which ones to use, thalweg migration rates, the possibility of using this assessment to support the Phase 1 review, and the dataset used. Jen suggested that we need to check the data available before proposing changes. 

Action Item: Comments on this draft Geomorphic Mapping Protocol are due to Jenny by November 29.

5. Flow/Duration Sub-Committee Update 
Presented by McBain/Smelser/Krause.  They are half way through the lit review and have developed list of potential objectives, but need to make a time commitment to finish it.  Brandt has taken lead on distributing the lit to the sub-committee. Discussion on fish and inundation duration for floodplain rearing.

6. 2011 Air Photos 
Presented by Andreas Krause.  Presentation comparing and contrasting 2010 and 2011 low flows of 15 sites with each other and overlaid polygons of 2009 low flow boundaries.  Eric Peterson noted that the contractor did not provide the metadata for the files and he won’t distribute them without it.

Discussion about riffles based on the photographs. Photos aren’t reliable for analyzing riffles - need to look at data and ground trusting to confirm. AK summarized that natural change is happening within the river system, even in places away from the restoration work. 

Action Item: Eric will post air photos on website with descriptions for context.  No deadline.

7. Cross Section and ODP 
Update Presented by Eric Peterson.  Draft interface is complete, but since it hasn’t been reviewed it is considered preliminary. Eric demonstrated the interface and noted that he considers it version 0.1 – with lots of room for change. 

Discussion on process for updating interface as new data is collected. Group agreed that it would be best to have one person responsible for updating and discussed possibility of contracting with GMA. 

Consensus that a coordinator with working knowledge of cross sectional data is needed, but no volunteers to take on that role. Eric will continue to be default coordinator until someone else can step up to plate, but it is a low priority for him. A future conference call on the subject can be arranged if needed. 

Action Item: Group to email suggestions for features, update protocol, for cross sectional data etc. to Eric. 

8. Develop 2012 Work Group Meeting To-Do List (Goals for the year)


Differentiate between internal and outsourced funded.  Provide vehicle for members to indicate low/high priorities if they wish.

· Finish ongoing 2011 work

· Flow/Duration Sub-Committee

· Finish Channel Pattern Memo

· Grain Size Memo

· Assess Design Performance of Specific Features (side channels etc)

· Monitor variation in bed elevations

· Deltas

· Retrospective evaluation

· USGS Geomorphic Assessment-Final Report due by December 2012 (next fiscal year)

· 2012 Work Repeated Annually

· 2012 Sediment Budget Update (?)

· Implementation Monitoring

· Includes substrate photomonitoring

· Bed Mobility and Scour (IHAP)

· Synthesis over time/flow—needs to be planned to be done

· GMA Sediment Transport Monitoring

· Additional/New Questions

· Need to coordinate with Fish Work Group to address/evaluation sub-surface fine sediment (biological thresholds and significance); spawning gravel connection (Chamberlain)

· Develop inventory of existing sediment sampling data

· Regarding channel complexity, organize a multi-disciplinary ground-truthing team that will combine physical complexity with various habitat elements

· 2011 Hydrograph Assessments (Geomorphic Results); also incorporated into other monitoring on this list

· Crosswalk Ideas from current Knowledge Assessment proposal

· See draft for Physically Related assessments

· Transport Dynamics over time

· Scour and mobility over time (see above)

· Flood risk

· Thinking ahead on potential channel migration risk/opportunity; develop pro-active plan; coordination with Design Team (How to best analyze the physical processes part of this issue)

· Follow up on Large Wood White Paper

· Did it already get incorporated into Phase 1 Review? If not, still needs to be done. 

· 2013 Work Planning 

· Last meeting of 2012

Action Item: Andrea will organize list into action tracker and categorize it to see if will fit into upcoming meetings.

9. Action Item Review

Adjourn 3:20 pm
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