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• Extent of barrier.  The concrete box culvert’s outlet is perched about three to four feet, 
which prevents most adult salmonids from successfully entering the culvert and is 
probably a 100% leap barrier to all resident and juvenile salmonids.  The smooth (metal-
plated) concrete floor and nearly two percent slope are features that lead to a lack-of-depth 
for successful adult passage at lower migration flows, and create excessive velocities 
during higher migration flows.

• Quantity and quality of upstream habitat.  There is potentially over six miles of 
salmonid habitat upstream of the Sky Ranch Road culvert.  Much of this contains 
significant areas of suitable spawning and rearing habitat for both steelhead and coho 
salmon.  The Sky Ranch Road culvert is located near Oregon Gulch’s confluence with the 
Trinity River – effectively blocking access to all available upstream habitat.

• Size of current crossing.  The box culvert’s dimensions are 5.5’H x 8.0’ W.  The drainage 
area of Oregon Gulch above Sky Ranch Road is 7.02 square miles.  The current culvert’s 
inlet overtops on a storm flow with a three-year recurrence interval.  Due to the extremely 
undersized nature of the current crossing, the only feasible solution for re-establishing fish 
migration is to install a new crossing that is properly-sized to meet current state and 
federal criteria and guidelines.



•NFWF funded YT $104k in 2022 to design new crossing
•Upstream L/O would not cooperate, so design was never 
done
•Funds were applied to Salt Creek floodplain restoration 
project
•Trinity County recently assured us that if a design was 
done, they could get L/O cooperation

Funding background





•As a watershed restoration project, fund a new design for 
the culvert, at a similar level as the 2002 NFWF grant
•After the design is completed and a cost estimate is 
generated, consider funding the actual culvert replacement

Request to TMC


