


	Riparian and Aquatic Ecology Workgroup Meeting Agenda


Teams Meeting (check your calendars and link below) 







	Location
Virtual


	
	Date and time
28 Oct 2024
1400 -1630



	Coordinator:
	Brad Nissen
	

	Desired Outcomes:
	· Finalize review of Target memo for turtles
· Review and finalize annual work plan for our workgroup
· Determine status of Wood Management Plan writing (Synthesis Report) 
· Review drafts of memos for FY26 Uncertainties: (Periphyton temps & Turtle temps)
· Assign the monitoring and modeling forms 

	Please review:
	· Proposed revisions of Objectives and Targets, and associated memo
· Draft of Annual Work Plan
· Monitoring and Modeling forms

	Please bring: 
	· Thoughts on current modeling and monitoring




	Agenda

	Time
	Topic
	Presenter or Lead

	14:00 
	Agenda finalizations
	All

	14:10
	Finalize Objectives and Targets revisions
	All

	14:40
	Finalize annual work plan for our workgroup 
	Brad/All

	15:00
	Review memo writing for FY26 Uncertainties
	Brad/All

	15:30
	Discuss status of Wood Management Plan
	Patrick/All

	15:50
	Assign filling out monitoring and modeling forms
	Brad/All

	16:30
	Adjourn
	All



________________________________________________________________________________
Microsoft Teams Need help?
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 225 650 910 604
Passcode: 7qScub




Minutes: James Lee took notes
14:00- meeting started
Attendees: 	Brad Nissen (USFWS)
		James Lee (USBR)
		Lauren Alvares (USBR)
Oliver Rogers (USBR)
		Don Ashton (MA/HVTF)
		Steve Gough (USFWS)
		Ken Lindke (CDFW)
		Patrick Flynn (TC)
		Eric Peterson (USBR)
		Ty Wallin (USFWS)
		Jeanne McSloy (USBR)

Finalize Objectives and Targets Revisions

Brad discussed the memo that the workgroup had an opportunity to review. It was developed by Brad, Eric, and Don. The memo is a draft workgroup recommendation for a temperature target for northwestern pond turtles. After some discussion and subsequent revision of the target proposed in the memo, the workgroup decided “Increase thermal diversity to provide warmer waters (≥ 4° C above thalweg temperatures) and enhance structural features in aquatic habitats used by various age classes of northwestern pond turtles.” There was extensive discussion on adding a quantitative element to the target. There is strong evidence, from peer-reviewed publications, that turtles are smaller, thus less fecund, in the mainstem Trinity where the water is colder during the turtle’s activity and growth period than the seasonally and spatially variable (i.e., pockets of warm water, at least in summer) South Fork. Don feels that providing turtles with access to water that is even as much as 8° C warmer than mainstem temperatures would be even more beneficial to turtles, but that this is very likely unrealistic given the contemporary water temperature management strategy. So while there doesn’t even seem to be an attainable upper limit to a desired temperature, ≥ 4° C (during their primary growth period, not year-round) may strike a balance between benefiting turtles and maintaining cold water in the thalweg for salmonids. TRRP can use this number as a preliminary target, and depending on monitoring results, adjust upwards if possible/necessary. The memo also notes that one of the key uncertainties is how TRRP can achieve better thermal conditions for turtles. (Attached final memo to notes)

Review memo writing for FY26 Uncertainties
-Turtle temperatures
Don Ashton produced a proposal for the FY 26 science solicitation. The proposed research would consider whether channel rehabilitation site design can provide sufficient thermal diversity to counteract effects of lower summer water temperature due to hypolimnetic releases, or are flow-related measures needed to augment site design to provide a thermal regime conducive to growth of northwestern pond turtles. (Attached final pre-brief to notes)

The workgroup will review the proposal and comment prior to submittal at IDT meeting in November.

Side note: USFWS listing decision was scheduled for 03 October 2024, but Don reported that the Service is not yet ready, and that a decision likely won’t be made until next spring, perhaps April. Both northwestern and southwestern pond turtles are proposed for listing range wide, and at this time there isn’t a motion to break either species up into clades.

-Periphyton 
Eric Peterson said that Temperature to BMIs to fish food context might be better developed through S3 before committing to a dedicated periphyton study. Working with Dr. John Hayes, Ken Lindke, and Chris Laskodi on this. Proposal is tabled until next year, especially because Eric is busy, but he would be fine with someone else taking the lead on moving forward with the proposal if they are interested. Ken mentioned that he feels that the Program has reached its capacity for doing research, and would benefit from finding a mechanism to fund external entities to do this research, similar to how we provide funding to Tribes through AFAs and then the Tribes subcontract the work if necessary. Eric suggested future versions of the NFWF contract might be an option.

Annual workplan
Brad sent workplan out for workgroup review in advance of IDT meeting. 
Minor modifications to workplan during workgroup discussion. James suggested that we validate FYFAM (Foothill Yellow-legged Assessment Model) predictions of spring flow schedule with field observations. Workgroup members suggested Jeanne McSloy and incoming Riparian Ecologists as potential leads for this. Don noted that he trained Jeanne on FYLF surveys. Brad acknowledged that the work plan could be updated during the fiscal year, as a living document.
(Final workplan attached to notes)

Discuss status of wood management plan
Patrick Flynn showed an annotated outline of the Large Wood Management Plan. The group advised Patrick on information needs for large wood augmentation, and he decided to get with Jackie Bridegum at USFWS and continue work on the plan. The group explained the proximate need for the document- to inform the nuts-and-bolts of large wood augmentation (where, how many pieces, how large of pieces, what the anticipated results are) and the ‘front matter’ should establish a context for this information. Some useful information could be either lifted from, or used to direct the writing, from the wood and sediment EA that was recently finished.

Assign filling out monitoring and modeling forms

FYFAM- James Lee and Jeanne McSloy
Riparian Vegetation Mapping-James Lee and Eric Peterson
Targets, Cottonwood Initiation-James Lee, Patrick Flynn, Incoming Riparian Ecologist
Encroachment Risk model-James Lee and Patrick Flynn

Next meeting- January or February. Brad will send out a Doodle Poll when he sends out the notes.
		



