


Trinity River Restoration Program
Draft Fiscal Year 2023 Science Solicitation Package

Program Overview 
The goal of the Trinity River Restoration Program (TRRP) is to restore and sustain natural production of anadromous fish populations downstream of Lewiston Dam at pre-dam levels, to facilitate dependent tribal, commercial, and sport fisheries full participation in the benefits of restoration via enhanced harvest opportunities. The strategy for accomplishing this goal is to restore the processes that produce a healthy alluvial river ecosystem through management actions (flow management, mechanical rehabilitation of channel, watershed rehabilitation, sediment augmentation). To provide a feedback loop to evaluate the effectiveness of management actions, TRRP was directed to implement a science-based adaptive management program. Assessments and monitoring therefore should inform future management actions.
FY2023 TRRP Work Plan Process 
The FY2023 Solicitation Package was built from the input of TRRP technical work groups and the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT). The IDT developed a list of topics to solicit investigation plans based on uncertainties identified in the draft TRRP Science Plan,. The topics are:
· How does hydrology, especially as it influences scour and inundation, affect the foodscape for juvenile salmonids?
· What is Chinook salmon survival from egg to smolt, and/or from smolt to age-2 in ocean?
· What life stage of Chinook salmon limits population recovery (limiting factors analysis)?
· What are the lateral and vertical extents of a restored Trinity River valley? 
· Can selective thermal withdrawals from Lewiston reservoir provide water temperatures prescribed for the Trinity River? Alternatively, if existing infrastructure is insufficient, can an adjustable temperature curtain at the reservoir spillway and/or relocation of the upstream curtain provide the additional control for targets to be met? 
· What is the trajectory of evolution of channel rehabilitation sites relative to the physical processes that form and maintain a dynamic alluvial channel?

Agency representatives on the IDT provided rankings of the topics according to priority. The rankings are presently confidential to encourage potential investigators to submit investigation plans for all of them. After the investigation plans are received, they will be reviewed by the TRRP Science Advisory Board. Investigation plans that receive a recommendation to fund, or fund after revising, will be funded in the order that the IDT ranked the corresponding topic. Not all proposed Investigation Plans will be funded, therefore the review process will help inform recommendations for project funding.

To be considered for funding, proposed investigation plans must be submitted prior to October 13, 2022 (note: TBD) in the required format and with all of the required components (see details below). Adaptions from the required format, or omissions of any component will cause the project to be ineligible for further consideration.

Electronic submission of proposed Investigation Plans and required documents as attachments must be sent within an email to TRRP Science Coordinator (jclee@usbr.gov), identified in the email subject line as “FY2023 Science Proposal Submission”.

Format
Proposal Narrative (Components 1-14) should be in Microsoft Word or PDF and should not exceed 30 pages. Components should be labelled within the proposal as described below.
Budget (Component 15) should be provided in the Microsoft Excel Budget Detail Workbook.
Supplemental Information (e.g., photos, maps, figures) should be titled as such in the attachments of the submission email.
Components:

1. TITLE: Provide a brief descriptive title for the project.

2. PRINICIPAL INVESTIGATOR(S): Provide the name, title, affiliation, mailing address, telephone, and e-mail address of the PI(s). The PI(s) is responsible for the overall success of the project in meeting the specified goals. Duties of the PI(s) include, but are not limited to, proposal and budget development, tracking project milestones, ensuring functional collaboration within the research team, project quality assurance and control, reporting and submittal of deliverables to the TRRP by the proposed deadlines. If there are multiple PIs, identify the corresponding investigator. 
3. PARTNERSHIPS AND ROLES: Provide the names, titles, mailing addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses, and the specific roles of each partner involved with the proposed project. 

4. PROBLEM DESCRIPTION: Describe the topic that will be addressed and how the proposed study will address that problem or need. In this section, identify the problem, question, or null hypothesis to be addressed. This section should also identify the FY 23 research priority that the investigation plan addresses.


5. OBJECTIVES: Clearly describe the overall goal of the proposed work and the objectives for achieving that goal. This section should also describe how the proposed project will address the management problem identified in the Problem Description.

Objectives are step-wise statements or specifications of the primary products, results or “benchmarks” that lead to the overall goal of the project. They should be linked directly to management needs described in the Problem Statement. Objectives drive the development of methods, particularly sampling plans, identification of data to be collected, determination of sample sizes, and methods of data analysis. Tasks such as reviewing existing literature, locating a suitable study site, or evaluating the effectiveness of gear are not objectives but should be described in Methods.
7. METHODS:  Describe the methods for achieving each objective. Provide sufficient detail so that the likelihood of achieving each objective can be evaluated. 

Reviewers of the proposal may not be familiar with the specific methods or materials of the proposed work, so it may be important to describe the importance or significance of the proposed methods for achieving each stated objective.

8. STUDY AREA: Provide a description and/or map (if applicable) of the study area where the proposed work will be conducted. 

Maps and other supplemental figures do not count towards the 30-page maximum for the proposal narrative and may be emailed as separate attachments.

9. PROJECT DURATION AND TIMELINE: Provide a timeline of the project, to include the start date of the project, when project tasks will occur, and the completion date when deliverables will be submitted to the TRRP. Data collection and analyses are expected to occur within the fiscal year when funds are awarded, unless additional funding sources are sought. Below is a simple example of how the timeline could be presented:

	Action
	FY2023
	FY2024

	
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	Data Collection
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual Report
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Presentations to WG and IDT
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	Final Report/ Synthesis
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	


Q = Quarter in year.


10. PRODUCTS AND DELIVERABLE SCHEDULE: This section describes the products (“deliverables”) and their expected delivery dates to the TRRP.

Part 2) Provide a schedule for production of deliverables identified above. Examples include:
a. Annual Progress Reports: Due November 15, after each fiscal year (October 1 – September 30) for which TRRP funding for the project was received. These are short (~4 pages) summaries of work accomplished during the previous fiscal year, including an explanation of any issues that may be affecting progress of the project.
b. Presentations: Due by December 30, after each fiscal year end to summarize the results of the project and how the resulting information addressed TRRP research, management, or information need. Presentations may be provided to work groups, as well as the Interdisciplinary Team.
c. Data Package: Due no later than January 30, after each fiscal year end. Data should follow the TRRP Data Management Plan.
d. Final Report: Due no later than January 30, six months after the last fiscal year for which TRRP funding for the project was received. The form and content of a final report may vary considerably depending on the nature of the TRRP project.
If adaptations to the required scheduled deliverables is needed, please specify these details in the Investigation Plan.

Unless stated otherwise, all products are assumed to be electronic and submitted to both the TRRP Science Coordinator (jclee@usbr.gov) and TRRP Data Steward (ebpeterson@usbr.gov). 

The TRRP is considered a partnership thus communication and data sharing between partners, including the sharing of data consistent with the TRRP Data Management Plan when requested, are considered essential components of a successful TRRP project.

11. BUDGET: Provide the total funding requested from the TRRP for the proposed project. Also, include in parenthesis the budget amounts being sought from other sources along with the expected date that a decision will be made regarding award of the outside funding, if appropriate. 



Please note the following:
a. Itemize partner contributions in the budget breakout, both in terms of direct funds and in- kind services. Itemize budget costs by objectives and by fiscal years. For multi-year projects, it should be clear whether a particular Objective can be completed within one fiscal year or will require two or three years to complete. In general, multi-year proposals are clearer if each objective can be completed in one fiscal year (e.g., Year 1: Objectives 1 and 2; Year 2: Objectives 3 and 4; etc.). In some cases, the TRRP may recommend funding for some objectives but recommend deferment of funding for other objectives until preceding objectives are completed. Please note that funding will be allocated annually based on federal appropriations.
b. Direct costs can be specifically identified with conducting the proposed project. Direct costs need to be itemized and generally include personnel, travel, contractual, materials and supplies, and equipment. Personnel costs should include the sum of salary and benefit costs. Personnel costs should be divided into permanent fulltime positions, temporary/seasonal positions, and local hires. Each position should be listed independently. Costs for personnel must be broken down into months budgeted and the monthly cost.
c. Indirect costs cannot be specifically identified with conducting the proposed project but would be incurred by the investigating agency as a result of administering the project.
Identify how specific fund contributions from TRRP and non-TRRP sources will be transferred to the project (e.g., intra-agency agreement, cooperative agreements, etc.). Itemize fund contributions and in-kind services in the budget section of the proposal.


Interdisciplinary Team Discussion Draft 091522

