Pathway to Science Funding (accelerated, 4 month process)
Roles:
· IDT ranks topics/research questions and develops a solicitation
· Project proponents develop proposals
· TMC considers funding the final project list at September quarterly meeting
· SAB ensures that specified IDT priorities can be addressed and study objectives can be met by the proposed investigation plans
Goals: 
· Fund science projects as early as possible in the fiscal year
· Minimize conflicts-of-interest
· Maximize efficiency (information gained/cost)
· Utilize external reviewers (SAB) to ensure that both specified IDT priorities can be addressed, and study objectives can be met, by the investigation plans.
· Maintain TRRP partners’ responsibility for setting research priorities and funding projects that address these priorities (i.e., not asking an external entity to make science funding decisions for us).

1) Each core IDT member proposes 1 research question or topic (May/June)
a. Should be based on the key uncertainties identified in the Science Plan
b. Number of research questions submitted per IDT member can vary annually depending on anticipated funding
c. Example from FY 2018 solicitation: “Determine flow rates on river and tributaries. Data to be used for assessments on flow accretion, flood frequency, sediment transport, temperature, habitat, modeling, climate change, watershed impacts, and others”
2) IDT refines and prioritizes these topics in a ranked list (June)
a. Topics will be scored according to their benefit to adaptive management decision-making, including relevance to key uncertainties and decision support.
b. Core members provide rankings to IDT coordinators who then compile them into a composite ranking.
3) TRRP Science Coordinator creates a solicitation package based on these questions. (June)
a. Format would be similar to FY 2018 Solicitation Package
b. Includes specific instructions to authors for the content and submittal of proposed investigation plans.
4) Solicitation package is sent out to partners (July)
5) Proposed investigation plans are received by IDT in August and reviewed for completeness.
a. This also provides an opportunity for TRRP Science Coordinator and Executive Director to work with PIs to maximize the use of anticipated funds
6) Proposed Investigation Plans are submitted to SAB for review. SAB recommends: fund, fund with revisions, or do not fund. In the unlikely situation where multiple proposed investigation plans are submitted for the same research topic, the SAB would recommend the best fit.
7) A request to fund projects is submitted to TMC at the September TMC meeting based on the initial IDT ranking of topics and the SAB reviews
a. Projects are funded according to their ranks until allocated funds are used
b. Projects that are conditionally approved by SAB are not funded until they are revised and SAB concurs with revisions

