Draft
Robert’s Rules of Order For TMC


Guiding Principles:

· The public will be provided an opportunity to comment on an agenda topic before TMC votes on a motion (in addition to the designated public forums).
· Only one motion can be discussed at a time.
· Once a motion is made, only the TMC primary or acting primary (collectively referred as TMC) has the right to participate in discussion, and are encouraged to do so. 
· The chair may allot time to allow the TMC to confer with their staff before voting. 

A motion is the topic under discussion (e.g., “I move that we approve the December 2021 draft meeting minutes”). After being recognized by the chair, any TMC member can introduce a motion. A motion requires a second to be considered. If there is no second, the matter is not considered. Each motion must be disposed of (passed, defeated, tabled, referred to workgroup). 

How to do things:

You want to bring up a new idea or action before the TMC.
After recognition by the chair, present your motion. A second is required for the motion to go to the floor for discussion or consideration. Alternatively, the chair may choose to discuss.

You don’t like the motion.
Voice you concern(s) during discussion so that the TMC knows and can try to address that concern. In addition, be solution-oriented and make a friendly amendment or a competing motion.

You want to change some of the wording in a motion under discussion.
 After recognition by the chair, move to offer a friendly amendment by adding and/or striking words to the original motion. A friendly amendment will require approval by the original motion's presenter/proposer. 
You want to replace the motion.
Move to offer a competing motion. If it is seconded, discussion will continue on the competing motion and the TMC will vote on the competing motion. If the    competing motion fails, then the original motion resumes discussion and voting.



You want to replace the competing motion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A subsequent competing motion can supersede a previous competing motion, but will require a second for discussion and voting. The most recent competing motion will be discussed and voted on. If the most recent competing motion fails, then the previous competing motion resumes discussion and voting. Please note that only two competing motions will be allowed per original motion. If the two competing motions and the original motion fail to be approved by the TMC, a new motion could be proposed, if desired.
You want more study and/or investigation given to the idea being discussed. 
Move to refer to a specific workgroup or committee. Please be specific on the desired direction for the workgroup/committee in your motion.

You want more time personally to study the proposal being discussed.
Move to continue to a definite time or date. Requires a second and approval by TMC (or chair can continue if he/she chooses).

You have heard enough discussion.
Move to close the debate. This cuts off discussion and brings the TMC to a vote on the motion. Requires a second and approval by TMC (or chair can end debate).

You want to postpone a motion until some later time.
Move to table the motion. The motion may be taken from the table after 1 item of business has been conducted. Requires a second and approval by TMC.

You want to take a short break.
Move to recess for a set period of time.

You changed your mind about something that was voted on earlier in the meeting for which you were on the winning side (e.g., you were one of the "nays” on a failed motion,  or you were one of the "yeas” on an approved motion).
Move to reconsider and present/restate the motion. Requires a second before voting.

You want to change an action voted on at a previous meeting.
Move to rescind. Requires a second before voting.
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