





Multiple Use of a Great Natural Resource

The great natural wealth of the upper
Trinity River Basin will be put to use
in a variety of ways, and an even greater

number of places.

Operating in conjunction with Shasta
Dam on the Sacramento River not far
to the east, Trinity Dam and its related
units will make available 1,422,000 acre-
feet of water for irrigation, municipal
and industrial use, production of electric
power, navigation, and provide important
fish and wildlife and recreational bene-
fits.

Even though it is primarily a con-
servation structure, Trinity provides a

rasure of flood control to communities
auwnstream on the river.

Its operations call for release of
water into the river downstream to help
sustain the great salmon and steelhead
fisheries of the Trinity. A fish hatchery
downstream from the dam will compen-
sate for spawning areas inundated by

the reservoir.

The dam creates a lake covering
16,400 acres with a scenic 145-mile
shoreline in heavily timbered mountains.
The main arm of the reservoir, on the
main stem of the Trinity River, will
extend 19 miles northward from the
dam. A second arm will extend several
miles to the west on Stuart’s Fork.

Recreational areas around the reser-
voir will be administered by the Shasta-
Trinity National Forest.

Just below Trinity Dam a 100,000
kilowatt hydroelectric power plant is
included. This plant and the three others
of the project will add 385,000 kilowatts
of capacity to the Central Valley Project

generation system.

The entire project is located in an
area rich in early California history.
Gold was discovered on Clear Creek
immediately following the Mother Lode
discovery, setting off a northern off-
shoot of the Gold Rush of 1849. Ghost
towns, some of them restored, dot the
area. Trinity Reservoir is the center of
some of the state’s finest hunting and

fishing country.







